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THE LATE BENJAMIN ELKIN, ESQ. __ 


‘Tue great mass of mankind pass away from the busy scenes 


of life without exciting, beyond the confines of their immediate _ 


| family circle, any notice, save that which is accorded to them in 
the folios of the local register, or in a single line of a newspaper 

It is only the statesman, the warrior, or the fortunate scion of: 


an aristocratic house, born to a coronet, that “the chronicler of | 


the times” deems worthy of his pen; as if this class of persous 
monopolised all public and private virtues ; and, as if the legiti- 


mate aim of biography were not to perpetuate the rc nembrance || 


of the truly good and great, in what grade soever of suciety they 
The man whose name stands at the head of this notice possessed 
Tew of the qualifications, and mingled in none of the pursuits 


which are regarded at the present day as the exclusive titles to 


posthumous fame, But if a long life marked by probity, honour, 
generosity, truth, and piety pre-eminently distincuished by 
sympathy, forbearence, and benevolence, in the great latitude of 


these terms — ever active to counsel, to assist, to instruct and aid | 
humanity, apart from every narrow prejudice of country or — 


creed—is worthy of being noted and remembered ; then is no 
subject of the present memoir. 

_ Benjamin Elkin was born at Portsea, January 9, 1783. The 
lot of his parents having been cast in a very humble sphere, 


little time and still less money were devoted to his instruction, so 


one better entitled to a place in the journalist's columns, than the | 


_ that when he quitted school to commence active life as a watch- | 


maker’s apprentice, he could do little more than read and write ; 


,. hor was his advancement in Hebraic or Scriptural studies in any 


Way superior. The Jewish pedagogues of those days manifested 
“ supreme contempt for the English language ; the pupil was 
mechanically ‘taught to render a passage of the Hebrew by a cor- 
respondent passage of a barbarous patois spoken by the Jews of 

oland, and also of Germany, prior to the age of Mendelssohn ; 


ut as this dialect was as unintelligible to the student as the | 


Hebrew itself, he derived no advantage whatever from the labours 
of the Rabbi. Benjamin Elkin, however, employed every hour 
Which he could snatch from the workshop, in the study of the 
Frammar of the Hebrew and English languages ; and being en- 
re with a quick and easy perception, and possessing a power- 

ul and retentive memory, which he retained to his last day, he 
the foundation for those varied acquirements, and 

or that profound knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures, for whic 
ve was so well reputed in after-life. 


- Arrived at the age of 21, without seeing before him any pros- 
pect beyond that of a journeyman mechanic, he set out for the 


island of Barbadoes, where he was kindly. and hospitably re- 


ceived by the Jewish minister, Carvalho, and through whose in- _ 
terest, young Elkin obtained possession of a small shop, or rather 

a shed, where he’ plied liis trade as a watch-maker. 
never spoke of the kindness of the Rev. Mr. Carvalho, without 


manifesting the liveliest gratitude; and he always declared that 


he considered it a great source of satisfaction, and indeed a high 
privilege, in being permitted to keep want from the door of his — 
benefactor in his old age. Attentive. to business, punctual to_ 
every engagement into which he entered, and employing, as 
before, every spare hour for the improvement of his mind; his 


industry, good faith, and intelligence, made him many friends, 


| and his humble shed was soon exchanged for a large shop (the | 
|| freehold of which he purchased), in the most commanding street 
of the business quarter of the island. oa 


His worldly affairs continuing to prosper, he sailed for England, 
and arrived at Portsea, early in 1810, His first care was to place — 
his parents, to whose support he had long contributed, above the . 

“necessity of toil, and to render them independent for the rest of 
their lives. his filial obligation discharged, towards the close of — 
|| the year he married Sarah, daughter of Jacob Levi, of Portsea, 


then in her eighteenth year, and never was man more supremely 


blessed in the choice of a wife. Mrs. Elkin was a lady of gentle — 
disposition, sweet and engaging manners, deep and lasting affec- — 
tions, cultivated mind, sterling good sense, and of the most sin- 
cere piety, free from every particle of superstition and sectarian a 
prejudice. A better assorted marriage could not have occurred. — 

Providence permitted this happy union to continue for 30 years, 
during which time husband and wife appeared to be moved by 


one common impulse, to be influenced by one ruling sentiment— 


the sentiment of pure and unchanging affection. Pi oe ae 
Mr. Elkin returned, shortly after his marriage, to Barbadoes;_ 
and, quitting his former occupation for that of a general merchant, 


his affairs continued to prosper, and in a few years he became 


| one of the most opulent merchants of the island, The confidence 


in his integrity was unbounded ; for, during the whole of his 
business career, he scrupulously resisted every inducement held 
out, especially during the continental war, for speculation in pro- 


duce or in the funds. He enforced it as a maxim, based on — 


honesty and good faith, that no problematical gain, however great, 


‘ought to induce a merchant to step out of his regular line of 
_business, or to enter into engagements which might jeopardise — 
the property of others entrusted to his keeping. To this prin- 


ciple he was faithful through life; and often, during the recent 
panic in this country, when old-established firms were falling one 


after the other, did Mr. Elkin represent to his sons, the co- 


partners of his house, the soundness of this principle, and the 
necessity of adhering to it as long as they should continue in 
business. 
a rock, when so many rich and well reputed firms were reduced 
to a state of insolvency, is the bes, evidence of the sterling wis- 
dom as well as of the scrupulous integrity of the subject of this 
memorr. 


(Paice 2d., Srampep 3d. 


Mr. Elkin 


That the house of Elkin was enabled to stand firm as 
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As Mr. Elkin’s worldly condition improved, and he could snatch 
more time from his business, he devoted himself, with great zeal 
* and ability, to the improvement of the internal affairs of the syna- 
— gogue of Barbadoes, which needed great reforms. The minister 
of the congregation, not having an assistant reader or wow, could 


not alone perform the whole of the service on miwn wero (New 


Year’s-day), or 19) 01 (Day of Atonement) ; it had, therefore, 
been customary to have some of ny>5n (Prayers) read by laymen, 


~ some of whom led very irregularlives. As warden of the synagogue, || of inspiration, of the doctrine of the immortality of the soul, and 


Mr Elkin insisted that no one should approach the holy altar to 
officiate as minister who lived in a state of concubinage, or upon 
whose moral or religious character there was any blemish, ‘‘ He 
that draws near to the altar of God,” said Mr. Elkin, “ to do the 
priestly office, must lead a holy life ; ; and his conduct without 
the synagogue must be such as to lead us to hope that the pure and 
righteous God will receive the prayers which he offers up on 
behalf of the congregation.” 


less by sound wisdom than by a proper sense of divine worship, 


was the means of abolishing a most pernicious custom, and of pre- || 


serving the sacred altar from that desecration to which it had for 
many years been exposed. 


selves insulted and. aggrieved, and refused to. contribute any 


synagogue. 


the maintenance of divine worship. — This document is now out 
of print ; fragments: of it have, however, been preserved, which 


the part of the writer. The Legislative Assembly yielded to the 


force of Mr. Elkin’s arguments, and passed an act embodying the 
and he had the satisfaction of receiving © 


prayer of his memorial ; 
the thanks of the late Drs. Herschel and Meldola, of London, for 
the public spirit, the zeal and ability, which he had displayed with 


such marked success, 


‘No one could have undertaken this important task with better || 
was one of the most exemplary Jews — 
of the island; a rigid observer of the Sabbath-day, and of those — 
- festivals enjoined by God in the Pentateuch, and most conscien- 

tious m the fulfilment of the several requirements of his faith. 


grace than Mr. Elkin. He w 


his 


Nor was his’ Judaism confined merely to the synagogue ; 


- domestic hearth was also a sanctuary at which his wife ae his 
Here the Bible was read, 


children assembled. for family pray er, 


here the word of God was practically illustrated, here the father 
and the mother united their pious efforts to each by their example, 


no less than by their precepts, that man’s first duty, is to God, 


and his chief care is the salvation of his soul; and here the rood 
- parents first sowed in the hearts of their infant children the seeds 


_ of religion, with which they have respectively grown into manhood - 


womanhood. 


1830, Mr. Elkin with his family Barbadoes, 


-to-settle in- ‘England ; but the hurricane of 1832 obliged him to 
return to the island, which after a short time he finally quitted 
for England. He now joined the Great Synagogue, of which he 
-was- a member till the day of death; ~~ he “seldom 
attended the service. Divine Synagogue worship was at that 
time performed without fervor, without unction, indeed without 
respect or propriety : “it took no hold upon the feelings, and 
could not therefore satisfy the spiritual cravings of a family in 
whose hearts an ardent sentiment for religion had long been 
kindled. Mr. Elkin preferred to unite with his household for famil 

prayers on sabbaths and festivals; when, in addition to the ordi- 
nary ritual, a portion of the Scripture was read aloud, as well as a 


sermon, that harmonised with the pure doctrines of the Mosaic 
faith. 


This determination, dictated no 


‘The persons whom Mr. Elkin so pro- 
perly interdicted from performing divine service, declared them- ||. 


| 


the whole of this protracted illness, the conduct of this lad 


without effect. 
ment, from which arose the West London Synagogue of British 


1842. 
guese and German congregations fulminated against this Syna- 


jected Letters,’ 


absolute unconsciousness. 


4 1838, | Mrs. Elkin was attacked by a severe malady, from 
which she experienced the most excruciating torments for a period 


of two years, until death freed her from her sufferings. 


During 


offered to her family, and to her numerous circle of friends, a 


sublime picture of patience, resignation and fervid piety. 
death-bed was a 


get. 


ler 
lesson which none who witnessed it will ever for. 


She spoke, almost with the earnestness and the eloquence 


of the beatitude of the just; she exhorted her children to continue 
obedient to the pious lessons of their father ; to cling to God and 
the Jewish faith with fond devotion, and to lose no opportunity 
of doing good, whenever by their counsels or their means the 
might be serviceable to their fellow creatures. She strictly for. 


bade her husband and children to perform, during the days of 


mourning for her, any rites that countenance superstition ; ‘no 


| cutting of the clothes, no wearing of the beard; nor, in fact, any 


observance that militated, in her opinion, against, the purity of 
the Mosaic doctrines. : 


~The death of this amiable and heavenly-minded. woinan. was 4 


| severe blow to Mr. Elkin, from the effects of which he never 


recovered. Her remains were interred in the cemetery of the 


Great. Synagogue, where Mr. Elkin purchased an adjoinin 
longer their fair proportion of means towards the support of the \| 


‘But Mr. Elkin, in no way deterred from persevering | 
‘in the course which conscience dictated to be right, drew up a | 
temperate and lucid statement of the whole of the matter, and — 

submitted it to the Legislative Assembly, praying that the con-— 
-gregational authorities might be empowered to levy a tax upon 
every member of the synagogue, possessed of adequate means, for | 


grave; avd, consoling himself with the idea that after death his 
ashes would repose near those of his adored wife, he resolved to _ 
spend the rest of his days as if the spirit of his beloved partner: : 
were in ceaseless communion with his own. 


Tn the beginning of 1841, a movement was made by § some of. 


| the principal Jewish families of the Metropolis, to establish. a new 


Synagogue, where divine service might be performed in a holy 


and becoming manner, where pulpit instruction might be given, [& 


and where those several improvements might be brought about, | 
- discover mental powers and literary merits of no mean order on || 


which had long been sought from the ecclesiastical board, but. 


Mr. Elkin joined heart and soul in this move- 


Jews, which was consecrated by 


the Rev, Mr. Marks, January 
It is well known that the joint Beth Dins of the Portu- 


gogue a decree of excommunication, memorable for the gross. 
ignorance it betrays of the history of the Jewish ritual, and for 


| the spirit of relentless persecution which it displays in an age of 


enlightened toleration. The members of the New Synagogue who 


had formerly been connected with the Spharaee congregation, 
were compelled to secede from the parent institution ; but as Mr. 


Elkin was a member of a German Jewish Synagogue, which not 


only did not exclude him, but continued till the day of his death 
to receive his annual contributions, he rejoiced to think that his 


claim on the Old Synagogue was still recognised, and that the 


- wish, which he had so much at. heart, of being lnid: after death, | 


near the remains of his beloved wife, would be realised. 

It is not necessary here to go over the struggles between the ex- 
communicators and the excommunicated, nor to refer to the able 
pamphlets produced by the advocates of the Burton Street Syna-_ 
gogue, in defence of their views. Amongstthese advocates Mr. Elkin 
occupies a prominent place ; and his able production ‘* The Re- 


"as well as the correspondence which he maintained 
on the subject with various persons (see former numbers of 


Jewish Chronicle’), stamp him as a man of sterling 


ciple, of sincere religious feeling, of exalted mind, and of generous 
and enlarged views. 

For many years he had been a victim to a painful internal 
complaint, “whose progress was ‘slow but certain. Early in 
December last, his sufferings became so acute, that he resolved to 
submit to an operation, which was performed on Wednesday, 
December 29. The operation was eminently successful, and 
under the influence of chloroform was effected during a_ state of 
Great hopes were entertained of his 
recovery ; but nature, previously almost exhausted, had received 
too severe a shock, and on the following Saturday ‘afternoon the 
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his worldly affairs and set his heart right with God. 
made aware, therefore, of his approaching dissolution, he sum- | 


JEWISH CHRONICLE, 


mournful fact became certain that he had but few hours to 
ve. 

: The approach of death. far from creating in him alarm, filled 
him with a holy joy. He had long been preparing himself for his 
end, by his pious and charitable life, by his exemplary patience in 

suffering, entire resignation to the Divine will, and by his un- 


wavering faith in the righteousness of all the Lord’s decrees, — 


Some days before he submitted to the operation, he had arranged 
On being 


moned his children and other branches of his family around his 
bed, recalled to them the death-bed of their beloved mother; and 
offered praise and thanksgiving to God for permitting him to pre- 
serve his mental faculties at this awful hour that he might end 


his earthly career in the same holy spirit as his departed wife. 


« [have made my peace with God,” said he, “ and with man m: 


peace has long been made: see now how a Jew can die. There 
js a heaven, my friends,” added he, “ there is a reward for a 
good life; I feel it, I see it. Strive, then, to merit it, and to ob- || 


tain it by your actions on earth.”” With the greatest calmness 
he dictated his last wishes to his children, and charged them to 


Jove each other, and to live in the precepts of that holy faith in 

_ which they had.been trained. He called up to his recollection — 

séihis different relatives and friends wherever located, and desired 
| that it might be communicated to them, that he prayed for them — 

| and blessed them with his dying breath. His prayers were also_ 
|  putup for the medical men who had so kindly and faithfully at- || 
» tended him during his malady, as well as for every servant of his || 
household in whom he had discovered sympathy and fidelity. A 
few minutes before five o’clock, on Sunday afternoon, J anuary 2, |) 
1848, he desired that his position might be changed so as to | 
enable him to see the precise spot where his wife breathed her | 


§ last, and this wish accomplished, he yielded up his spirit into the: 
of the Great Giver of 
In asermon, preached by the Rev. Mr. Marks, on Saturday 
“The name of Benjamin Elkin is so intimately associated, in the — 
recollection of all who knew him, with every sentiment that can | 
ennoble the mind and exalt the heart, that to pronounce that name is. 
As atrue and pious Israelite, zealous: 
for the religion of the Bible, and the spiritual regeneration of his 
fellow-Jews, his acts will live for ever in the history of this synagogue, © 
_ towards which no man displayed more liberality, more earnestness ;_ 


to pass a eulogy on. his life. 


or to promote the principles of which, and to defend them against the 


education, he will be remembered by the steady support he gave to 


. schools, especially to the West Metropolitan Jewish School, to the 
| building fund of which he was the largest contributor; and_ by his 


munificence to the first and only Literary and Scientific Institution 


established amongst the Jews. As a benefactor to the poor, his name 
will be universally cherished; for what widow or orphan, or what 


creature in sickness or distress, ever appealed to the benevolent heart 


of Benjamin Elkin and appealed in vain? © ye afflicted of my fellow- 


creatures, may the Lord in His mercy speedily raise up for you a 


man worthy to supply the place of him of whom death has bereaved | 


you.” 


~ Such was the life, such the death, of Benjamin Elkin; and it 


1s singularly unfortunate for the reputation of Dr. Adler, that 
this harsh and, as we think, unfeeling act should have been 


_ perpetrated against the remains of a man, whose virtues will ever 
endear him to the recollections of his numerous’ friends and 


acquaintances. 


DEMONSTRATION AT BOSTON, IN LINCOLNSHIRE, 
IN FAVOR OF THE REMOVAL OF THE DISABIL- 
ITIES OF THE JEWS. 


A> Requisition, numerously, influentially, and respectably 
signed, was presented to John Noble, Esgq., Mayor, calling 


| 
upon him to convene a public meeting, ‘To take into consider- 


Out-pourings of ignorance and the virulence of fanaticism, no one has || 
laboured with more ability, stedfastness, or sincerity. As a friend to_ 


ation the propriety of petitioning both Houses of Parliament to 
remove the civil disabilities of the Jews.” Wy 


The Mayor promptly complied with the wishes of the requisi- 


-tionists, and on Wednesday evening a meeting was held in the 


Town Hall. On the Mayor being called to the chair, he o 
me _— with some appropriate remarks, at the close of. 
which — 
__ Mr. Matthews rose, and briefly proposed the first resolution. 
He felt great pleasure in doing so, as he considered the bill be- 
fore parliament was a long delayed act of justice to a down-— 
trodden race:— | 

“ That this meeting considers the rights of conscience, and use 
of private judgment in matters of religious faith to be the birth- 
right of all, and that these rights are inculcated in the doctrines 
and precepts of Christianity.” ‘ 


George Thompson, Esq., M.P., seconded the resolution in a 
speech of considerable ability, breathing the true Christian spirit 
in every sentence, and frequently eliciting the loudest applause. — 
He considered the Legislature was bound to admit the Jews to a 


participation in every right, and he argued that there were per- 


sons sitting in the House of Commons ‘by the side of the mem- 
bers for the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, who had 


much less claims than the Jews. After a lengthened speech, " 


during which he was repeatedly cheered, the honourable gentle- 


concluded by seconding the resolution. 


— B. Wren, Esq., moved the next resolution :—“ That the wise 
and judicious manner which has been pursued by the Legislature. 


in removing the civil disabilities affecting Catholics and Dissen- — 
ters, but which has not been wholly extended to the Jews, is not. 


only unjust to the latter, but adverse to the spirit of the age.” 
W. Wire, Lsq., in a very able speech, secon led the resoln- 


tion. He remarked that every act of toleration to the different — 
sects of Dissenting Christians had been denounced by the High 


Church party, as being prejudicial to the best interests of the 


| Kingdom, and which, if passed, would end in the ruin of this» 
- country ; and now that the last remnant of these obnoxious laws 


was about to be repeated, the same cry was raised, but the people 
of this country were too enlightened to take notice of such absurd — 
nonsense—(hear, hear), He had seen in the East, the Jew spat 
upon and degraded in every way; in Rome, they were shut up 
in a dirty corner of the city, and if a Christian met one, he would 
walk on ‘the other side of the street; but in France, he met Jews 


| in the Chamber of Deputies, filling many of the most important 
offices of the state, and England had still to be taught true prin- | 
ciples by her neighbours. In Russia and the United States of 


America they could fill any office, and no one thought of opposing — 
them because thev were Jews _ (loud cheers). | He had visuwed 


| nearly every court in Europe in company of one of the noblest of 
men, though he was a Jew, in an attempt to ameliorate their con-_ 
- dition, and when he came home he felt proud of the noble work 
| they had accomplished—they had truly redeemed the captive and 


set the prisoner free; and even in Constantinople, where the — 
Jews used to be treated like dogs, before they left an imperial 
edict had been issued, and Jews had now every privilege, and 
were on an equal footing with their Mahommedan brethren; and 
he could only tell them to follow the exaniple of the Turk, and 
and do likewise.”’—( Loud cheers). 
It was then moved by Mr. Thomas Simpson, and seconded by — 
F. Bennoch, Esq.,. That the following Petition, embodying the 
foregoing sentiments, be presented to both Houses of Par- 
liament.”’ | | 
The following is the Petition. Sea 
‘'o the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, of Great 
Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled, 
~The humble petition of the Inhabitants of the borough of 
Lsoston, in the county of Lincola, and its vicinity, in Guild- 
hall assembled, humbly sheweth— 
That your petitioners hold the rights of conscience, and use of 
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private judgment in matters of religious faith, to be the birth-right of 
all; and that these rights are most forcibly inculcated in the doctrines 
and precepts of Christianity; and, actuated by these kag gra your 
petitioners have addressed your Right Honourable House on behalf of 
a class of her Majesty’s subjects—the British-born Jews. 
That the wise and judicious gee which has been pursued by the 
legislature in removing the civil disabilities affecting Catholics and 


Dissenters, but which has not been wholly extended to the Jews, 


is not only unjust to the latter, but adverse to the spirit of the age. 


Your petitioners therefore humbly pray your Right Honourable 


House will be pleased to take into consideration the case of the 
British Jews, and to confer on them the right of holding seats in 
- Parliament, together with every other privilege enjoyed by her Majesty's 
faithful subjecte. 

And, as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray. 

It was then moved by Mr. R. Stevenson, and seconded by 
Mr. T. Slator, ‘‘ That a vote of thanks be presented to Sir J. 
Duke for his vote upon this question ; that the petition be for- 
warded to him for presentation to the Commons, and to Earl 
~ Yarborough to the Lords; and that Mr. B. B. Cabbell be requested 
to support the prayer of the petitioners in the Commons.” _ 


D. Wire, Esq., moved, and Mr, Thompson seconded, a vote of © 


thanks to the Mayor for the use of the Hall, and also for his 
impartiality in the chair; after which the meeting ‘broke up.— 
times. 


MEE 


JEWS. 


A Meeting of the Bristol Council, for various purposes, was held 


on Saturday, the Ist instant, when the Mayor proceeded to read the 


City of Bristol, in Council assembled, 


fications on account of their religion. 


“ That your petitioners can perceive no reason why a class of men | 


who are admitted to have performed with fidelity the duties of those 
important offices which have already been entrusted to them, should 
‘still be subjected to disqualifications from which all other bodies are 
“That the exemplary obedience to the laws, and lovalty to the 


sovereigns of this country, by which the Jews have ever been distin-— 


guished, render. the continued exclusion of them from the rights of 
_ Your petitioners, therefore, pray that your Honourable House 
will adopt immediate measures for extending to the British-born. Jews 
all those constitutional rights and privileges to which the other sub- 
jects of her Majesty are entitled. 
‘* And your petitioners will ever pray.” 


‘He had undertaken to recommend the adoption of such a petition. 
~The legislature in its wisdom had removed from the Jews other dis- |, 
qualifications, and the present was but an extension of the work. 


BIRMINGHAM.—MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL. — 


Gentlemen would observe, that it was proposed to limit the removal 
to the Jews of that country, not foreign Jews. When they reflected 


that the Jews had ever been a peaceable people, had never engaged ||). Ar the monthly meeting of the above Town Council, rors on Tuesday 


in any act against the government of those in authority, that, though 
vast numbers of Jews passed through the country, they never banded 
together against the interests of the country, that the Jews paid the 
same taxes and bore the same burdens as other members of, the com- 
~munity—(hear)—nay, that they did more, that they not only paid 
towards the general poor-rate, but maintained their own poor—(hear, 
hear)—when, he repeated, they bore all this in mind, he did hope 
that they would join in petitioning that they be admitted to like 
privileges as themselves. Objections had been made in other places, 
of a political nature against the Jews. Ile would ask such, had they 
ever entered a Jewish synagogue? If they had done so in this city, 
and he presumed it was the same in other places, they would have 
found inscribed on a board in a conspicuous situation, and in large 
characters, a prayer for her most gracious Majesty the Queen, for the 


Queen Dowager, and all the royal family, couched in the most ardent 


| he had great pleasure in proposing— 


[EETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF BRISTOL.— |} 
PETITION TO | PARLIAMENT IN FAVOUR O THE lution. Nothing has happened since to alter my views. 
oo | _ || then, as I do now, on the simple grounds of justice—(hear, hear). 


The Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the 


|| Mr. Jose proposed, as an amendment, the previous question, which 
| was lost by a majority of 28 to 5, and the petition was consequently 


to trouble them—(cheers). 


and beautiful language. ‘That he thought was sufficient to show their 


| loyalty—(hear). The prayer concluded with the aspiration, “ \y, 


the Redeemer come to Zion; God in his infinite mercy grant it, anq 
let every one say, Amen.’ He would not further allude to that art 
of the subject than to point out the striking similarity of the words jp, 
their own scriptures. Connected with the question, there was another 
light in which ray might regard it, and that was commercially, {, 
that country they had a number of Jews possessed of large capital. 
The Jews first established Lombard-street, which«set to work the 
mills of Manchester and other places. That proved them to be ap 


| industrious people ; he had already shown them to be peaceable and 
| loyal; and what could they have to fear from admitting such to seats 


in parliament? He had no fear for the safety of his church from the 
admission of Jews to the legislature ; 1t stood upon too firm a founda- 
tion, even did the Jews seek to attack it; but they did not—all the; 
sought was a participation in the civil rights and privileges enjoyed } 

their fellow-subjects—(hear, hear). Such being the convictions of 
his mind, apprehending no danger, and desiring to do full justice, by 
removing the remaining disabilities under which the Jews laboured, 


“ That petitions be presented to both Houses of Parliament for the 


| removal of the civil disabilities of the Jews; that the drafts of such 
| petitions laid before the meeting be adopted, that the same be ep- 
grossed, and the borough seal be affixed thereto, and that Mr. Mayor 


be requested to transmit the petition to the House of Lords, at such 


| time as he may deem proper, to the Lord High Steward, and that to 
_ || the House of Commons to the members of Parliament for this city, 
~ || with a request to them respectively to present the same, and to support 


- Mr, G.E. Sanders said: Eleven vears ago I seconded a similar reso- 
I did so 


_ Mr. Butcher could not but relate a pleasing anecdote. When, as 
churchwarden, he had to collect church-rates, he had found them 
better paid by members of the Jewish faith than any other; and whilst 


| other gentlemen contented themselves with giving their usual dona- 
| tion at Easter, he had had from Jews often an additional half- 

Sheweth,— That persons professing the Jewish religion are now the | 
only class among her Majesty’s subjects who, although admitted to || 
many offices and places of trust, are still exposed to certain disquali- 


‘Several other members then spoke in favour of ‘the petition, among 
whom was Mr. Mills, whose reply to Mr. Jose was at once eloquent 


Mr. Alexander rose and said, he wished he could fool less and say 


more; but he begged the Council to accept the hearty and sincere 


thanks of his co-religionists and himself for the vote they had just 
come to. He had especially to thank his Worship the Mayor, for the — 


kind manner in which he had proposed the motion, and his friend, 
_ Mr. Mills, for the eloquent speech with which he had supported it. 


He (Mr. A.) felt that Bristol, the second city of the kingdom, had : 


nobly done its duty in thus aiding to sweep away the last vestige of 


intolerance and bigotry. He could assure them his Hebrew brethren 


would deeply feel and duly appreciate their liberality, and he trusted 


that the present would be the last occasion on which they should have 


PETITION IN FAVOUR OF THE JEWS. 


the 4th inst., Alderman Martineau (in the absence of the Mayor, who 
was prevented from attending by indisposition) took the chair. Alder- 
man James brought forward the motion, of which he had _ given 


_notice, “That the Council petition both Houses of Parliament to favour 


the bill for the relief of the Jews from their remaining disabilities,” and 
in doing so, he remarked that, in common with all enlightened men in 
the present day, and after the emphatic expression of the electors of the 
city of London, he expected they would have heard of little opposition 
to arepeal of these disabilities. Tle was astonished to see such a large 
number as 186 voting against the proposition of the noble lord at the 
head of the Government. He knew that many of the opponents of the 
measure were honourable, conscientious, and excellent men; and he 
regretted the steps they took to oppose it the more, because he was 
sorry to see men of so much excellence imbued with so much prejudice: 
He recollected that when the repeal of the Test Act and Catholic Eman- 
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-ipation were proposed, men of the same class raised a similar cry of 
pa to the Established Church ; but he would ask whether at a 
time the Church was more secure, or had made more progress through 
the exertions of its. clergy, than it had since the passing of those mea- 
sures; and he confidently expected, that, if the proposition of the noble 
lord was carried, its consequences to the Church would be no less 
‘nnocuous than the result of those acts. Certain, however, he was, that 
the Church, despite the late internal divisions, could only make her 
position good by the most perfect civil equality with other sects. It 
would be seen that alarm had been taken, and that a pretty long delay 
‘4 the passing of the bill had been acceded to, in order that, as had been 
said, the Christian people of the country might be appealed to. His 
hope was, that the appeal would be responded to by the Christian 
people; and, while they held fast their own opinions, they would show 


that they respected the injunction of Him who spoke as never man spake, 


“Do ye to others as ye would have others do unto you.” It was weil 


known that Baron Rothschild was one of the most eminent financiers ; 


and was it right that the country should be deprived of his vast 
abilities merely because he had _ peculiar religions opinions? It was 
unnecessary for him to point out the social worth of the Jews ; they had 


eelebrated for his eloquence, and esteemed by the community. The 


‘worth of the Jews, as a body, must be admitted. It was unnecessary — 


to point out why they should be admitted to equal privileges with 


other bodies in the community, and he would, therefore, simply content |} 


himself with moving the resolution. 


Mr. Kodway, who thanked Alderman James for bringing the matter 
forward as he had done, showing thereby that he possessed that liberal 


~ mind which every Christian should possess. 


Mr. Baldwin supported the motion, 
Afderman Lawden said a few words in favour of the resolution, — 


that the removal of the Jewish disabilities was but an act of pure jus- 


tice to a people who were fellow-subjects. with themselves, who were _ 
peaccable and well disposed, and who were moreover ratepayers, and as || 
such entitled to ail the privileges enjoyed by any other body in the | 
~ Mr. D. Barnett (a member of the Jewish persuasion), then addressed 

the Council as follows : —1 rise, not for the purpose of introducing any 
argument in support of this resolution, because enough has been argued 


by my triend, Alderman James, and by my friends who supported the 


resolution ; and also in both houses of parliament in favour of the bill, | 
and out of the houses by the friends of the Jews, and even’ by some of 
the clergy and the bishops of the Church of England, While I speak 


of these friends of Israel, I beg to be allowed to say, for their moral 


courage in advocating the cause of the Jews, they will be blessed by 
Providence, according as we find in the Bible, ‘ Blessed be he who 


esseth thee, O Israel.” Therefore any argument on my pa'tis not 


required ; but I will avail myself of the present opportunity to explain 


oae or two important facts which are not known among Christians 


generally; and itis to be regretted that the religious fecling of the pre- 


-ent Jews is not more known even amongst their friends and sup- 


porters. The point I should wish to allude to is the argument adduced. 
by some gentlemen, that Jews ought not to legislate in a Christian — 
country. T[ suppose the fear and the danger is lest they convert all the 

churches into synagogues, or try to injure the church. Now, centle- 
men, L will prove to vou, that the church is safer, will be more pro _ 


tected, in the hands of the Jews than in those of the majority of the 
‘hristian members of the House of Commons; because, if the Jews 


should be entrusted with legislation, even with legislation in ecclesias-— 


‘teal matters, they will not, and must not, and dare not, allow their 


‘Teligious feelings to misguide them from the path of justice, and to 


mislead them {rom their religious duties. I said religious duty, and 
hot political duty, because, if a Jew enters parliament, he brings with 
him double security for his faithful conduct. Not only does he bring 
the same security as any other member, and that is taking the oath, 
Which is ag binding on the Jew who takes it in his own faith, as that 
of the Christian is in his - but he brings that extra security (and un- 
deniable security it is) his religious command. Wherever he is, he 
must be loyal and faithful, and protect his king or queen, and country, 
and also the established church. And the proof that the J ews, during 
their exile, never disobeyed their religious commands, 1s furnished by 
the fact that they have stood the test of loyalty for the last nineteen 


local instances of the worth and value of that people. He need not | 
allude to his friend who sat not far from him (Mr. D. Barnett), who 
adorned the circle in which he moved; nor to the reverend gentleman 
whom he (Mr. Barnett) was associated, .as an instance of talent, 


pray for their oppressors. 


centuries. Whoever has read the history of the Jews, must know 


that through all their vicisitudes, living under the most despotic 


governments, under the most tyrannical monarchs, under the severest | 


oppression and persecution, they have not only borne it with fortitude, 
they have not only been loyal and faithful, so that even in many in- 
stances they fought for those countries, but they absolutely prayed 
for their oppressors every Sabbath-day and holyday. Now, gentle- 


men, is not this action of the Jews a moral lesson, a noble example to 


those gentlemen who opposed their rights. Is not that act a near imi- 
tation of the act of Christ; he prayed for his oppressors; the Jews 
Now, gentlemen, after these facts, on the 
truth of which you may rely, is it possible to believe that in this pre- 
sent nineteenth century, in a civilised and enlightened country like 
Great Britain, men could be found blind to a true principle, and who 
advocate a false principle. They would not allow an honest Jew to 


enter parliament, because he will not violate his gonscience ; but they 


will allow a dishonest Jew, and a worthless Jew, and a vagabond Jew, 
to enter parliament, because he will violate his conscience, will per- 
jure himself, and will swear falsely in the face of all. “ That is the 


man,” say they, “who is to be entrusted with the legislation; we do 


not care what his character is; he may be the worst. fellow on earth ; 
if he only says he believes in Christ, that is enough for us.” Is not 


this absolutely paying a premium and a reward for perjury! I ask 


you, gentlemen, if one of us, as a tradesman, if any man, in the ordi- 
nary course of life, were to advocate a principle like this, to paya 


premium for perjury, would he not be indicted for felony; would he— 
not be hooted out of society, and be denounced as unfit to live in 2 
civilised country ? while here are men advocating that principle, pub- 


|  Jiely and with impunity, under the cloak of religion. Gentlemen, if 
-. Alaerman Weston: seconded the motion; which was supported by 


use harsh expressions, [ am willing to retract, if you require it; but 
I hope you will make allowance for my feelings. I, asa Jew, feel 


deeply on this subject. [am the injured party, the innocent accused ; 


and, if in my vindication, I use expressions that you deem too harsh, 


Lam willing to retract. But I declare to you I speak with sincerity, I 


: || speak my honest conviction. I tell you, gentlemen, what I told a 
Mr. Joseph James also supported the motion; but remarked, at some — 


| length, on the advisability of avoiding politics at their meetings. e 
Mr. John Smith also gave the motion his hearty support, convinced 


Christian friend of mine, a gentleman of high standing, great in- 


|| fluence, eminent talents, a legislator of the land— I told him I should 
be sorry to ask him to advocate a cause contrary to his principles of 


religion; but I am so perfectly convinced, and I would venture to 


stake my life on the truth of my conviction, that to emancipate the 
Jews is the very principle and essence of Christianity. 
And as to the loyalty of the Jews, I have proof, not only from antient 


times, but even from the present, that the Jews are loval and faithful 


even under a despotic Government, and where they live under great — 
persecution; and that is in Russia. 
‘two, millions of Jews in that empire. When the Jews entered Poland  . 
centurics back, after their exile from Western Europe, they stipulated = 


You are all aware that there are 


with the Government, that on the payment of a sum of money they 
should be exempt from serving in the army: and the benefit of this 
treaty they enjoyed for ages till afew years back, when the Emperor ot 
Russia took it Into his head to violate the treaty, and to insist on Jews 
serving as soldiers and sailors. And yet what is the fact? After they 
do enter the, army, after they do take the oath of allegiance, they 
discharge their duty in such a manner that the Emperor himself ae- 
knowledged the Jews, serving both in his army and in his navy, as the 


bravest and most faithful men in his service, Gentlemen, I will not- 


detain you any longer at this late hour, but will conclude by telling 


you that [ hope I shall have the happiness to live to see my co-religi- | 
onists sitting in parliament, if ouly to have the gratification of seeing | 


my assertions In their favour fully verified. Bat ifthe bill should not 


pass this year, which pass it must, sooner or later, because truth will | 


work its way, —andif Providence should command me to part from 
you before that time, | have the consolation that you, gentlemen, or 
some of you, will live to. witness the truth of my assertions; and a 
time will come when some of you will say, there has been atime when 


we had a Jew in the Council who asserted the trath which we are now 
witnessing. With these remarks, | thank you sincerely for your até 
tention, and beg to support the resolution. | 


The motion was then put and carried unanimously, amidst 
applause. | 


On the motion of Alderman James, seconded by Alderman Van 


Wart, petitions to Parliament were adopted, sealed with the Corporas 
tion seal, and ordered to be transmitted for presentation — that to the 
House of Lords to be entrusied tothe Marquis of Lansdowne, the other 
to the Members for the Borough, with a request that they should sup* 
Some slight alterations were then made in one or two of the com 
mittees, and the council adjourned. 
(Abridged from the Birmingham Journal.) 


(Hear, hear.) | 
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face thereof as upholding our Holy Law, may it be your constant grati- 
fication to maintain and support the same in all its original purity. 
The Blessing thereon inscribed may it be your happy portion to enjoy, | 


may its conclusion, peace (VW), be your passport (ABW AA in 
your passage from this transitory life to the regions of everlasting || 
Such, Reverend Sir, are the fervent prayers of the ((‘}71D) priests of | 
this Congregation, among. whom I have the honour to subscribe myself, 


27th instant, accompanied by an extremely elegant ‘Table, which you 
state you present to me in the name of the 37D of the Birmingham | 
Congregation, I beg you will accept for yourself, and convey to the worthy | 
DID, my most sincere and grateful acknowledgments. Kind as is, | 
and ever will be, the reminiscence of my stay among you, as having 
_ afforded me unfeigned gratification, this magnificent token of your 


~and thereby become doubly endeared to me. 
- May you and your brother O°} for a long time enjoy the dis- 


but which, while considered as a foundation, really most. serious! 
endangers the Protestant profession and practice of the nation. The | 
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CORRESPONDENCE. | 

TESTIMONIAL OF THE BIRMINGHAM (COHANIM) 

PRIESTS TO DR. ADLER. 
eo 1, Exeter Row, Birmingham, 
Dec, 27th, 5608. 

Dear and Reverend Sir,—In the name of the (D°97D) priests of this 
Congregation, I have much pleasure in presenting you the accompanying 
Table, as a mark of our regard and esteem, and in commemoration of | 
the honour you conferred on our body, and the Birmingham Hebrew 


fraternity in general, by your late visit to our borough (as testified by | 
the Inscription on the T 


May you long continue to: occupy the eminent position you at 
present so deservedly maintain! And as you are represented on the 


blended with every other earthly good, for many many years; and 


Yours very respectfully, 
Rev. Dr. N: M. Adler. 
~Orrice or tHe Crier Rann. 

London, Dee. 31st, 5608. 
Dear Sir,—In acknowledging the receipt of your kind letter of the 


regard will tend still more indelibly to fix that event on my memory, | 


charge of your proud duty of conferring on Israel the blessing which 


is inscribed on the ‘Table, and may, in your instance, be verified what } 


has been said of us by our sages; 
“ The priests bless Israel, and the Lord blesseth the priests.” 
That this blessing may speedily fall on you, and accompany you 


through life and in all your undertakings, and that you may partake | 
of the heavenly repast which is reserved for the righteous priest 


mad. is the sincere wish and devout prayer of, 


Yours faithfully and obliged, 
J.C. Cohen, Esq. 
birmingham. 
_ Inreference to the vocation of the Priest, the following lesson from 
the * Ethics of the Fathers,” will be considered as pertinent. > 
Hillel said, ** Be thou of the disciples of Aaron, who loved Pracr 
and preserved Peace, who loved the people and thus drew them rear 


COLONEL GAWLER ON PROTESTANT. 
CHRISTIANITY. 
Siz— Twenty years ago the profession of Protestant Christianity by 
the British btmpire had for one of its fou ndations the fact, that Christians 


of the national Protestant Churches only were admissible to the legis- 
lature. i 


This foundation has been utterly removed, and a heap of incoherent 
fragments stuffed into its place, which not only gives no support to, 


imaginations of a large body of zealous and worthy men, however, rest 


ablet). — : | whole Uebrew nation, as well as the unfortunate zeal of his present 


J.C. Conen. 


dreamingly on the varnish of the name of “ Christianity,” which, jn 
fond continuation of ideas, had been daubed over the new composition . 
and attempts to remove the present worthless and injurious test oat! 
and to throw the weight of the Protestant Christianity of the nation 
upon the sound foundations which really remain — the throne, the 
national churches, and the great majorities of the Peers, Commons, 
and nation — are met with hot resentment and protests, although the 
welfare and satisfaction —to a great extent throughout the world — of 
a loyal, well-behaved, and deeply-interesting race, upon which the 
everlasting coverant of the God and Father acknowledged by Protestant 
Christianity rests, are buried beneath it. I say, “ throughout the 
world,” for the noble example of the City of London, in returnin 
Baron Rothschild, must tell throughout the world for good to the 


opposers for evil. ee 
The Christianity of the test oath, “ unintelligible foolishness,” ex. 
claims ‘ Philalethes.” ‘* I protest against, and resent withal the injus. 
tice and absurdity of such a charge!” Well, ‘let Philalethes arra 
before his mind’s eye the strange motley group of a representative of 
every one of the thousand orihodoxies, heterodoxies, heresies, and 
schisms, which, believing conscientiously that it held ‘ the true faith,” 
has taken to itse!f the name of Christianity. Every one of these repre. 
sentatives might, if he believed he held the true faith — and I do not 
see how we can refuse to men in error, in general, the credit of a certain 
degree of conscientious belief — conscientiously demand, and must 
obtain if elected, adimission to the legislature under the present test 
oath. Tell me, then, is not the * Christianity’ of that test oath, 
considered as one system, a mass of self-contradicting, unintelligible 
foolishness ? Weld the mass into one man, preserving individualities 


| of life, thought, and utterance. Rear up the image on Shinar’s plain, 


and make -it with one voice speak. ‘There would indeed be a-small 
chorus of sweet melody, but the united hum would rise in a discord as _ 
great as that which once, in the same place, obtained the name of 
Babel”? — “ confusion’? — unintelligible foolishness.” 
- To narrow the question to a very small compass — are there not at 
this moment in the legislature the representatives of three great systems 
of Christianity, so called, of which the members of any two systems 


| would absolutely and totally deny doctrines declared ‘to be essential 


and fundamental by the members of the third? Any really conscien- 
tious and well-informed man, of any of these three creeds, should tell 
you so without hesitation. It is not enough to denounce, as Phila- 
lethes does, the whole Unitarian body as men who cannot by any 
possibility conscientiously take the oath; “ upon their own heads,’ he 
_ proclaims, ‘* be the consequences of their awful perjury.’’ If even this 
were, what can be the intelligible wisdom of the oath which admits 
such most fearful and disgusting criminality, on so Jarge a scale, in the 


| face of open day? In reference to another of the three classes, he 
| boldly declares, ‘‘ the Roman Catholic faith certainly involves the 
j} essential elements of Christianity, inasmuch as it contains the very 


creeds used by the Church of England.’ Let me beg Philalethes to 


| answer, before the members of his own church who are coinciding with 


him in desiring to exclude the Jews, and are observing his defence — 
does he or does he not believe that there are, on either side in these 
two churches, doctrines declared to be absolutely fundamental and 
essential by the one, and as absolutely rejected by the other? If 
Philalethes should answer, he does not believe this,—I can only give 
him over to the charge of his friends just-mentioned, who generally, | 
am persuaded, if they can help it, will not allow him to roam at large 
in such matters. If, on the contrary, he reply —as 1 think he will 
when really placed in the witness-box and required to answer closely to 
the point — ‘* there are, certainly, doctrines absolutely held to be funda- 
mental, on which the two churches are in absolute opposition.” If he 
should so reply, then I come to my final question — What is the pre- 
tended truth which includes within itself such fundamental denials of 
truth, but ‘ unintelligible foolishness” ? What is even the trio, Unita 
rian, Protestant, Roman Catholic, or any two of them if blended toge- 
ther into one idea, but * unintelligible foolishness’?? | 
‘Let me not be regarded for one moment as impugning the truth of 
Christianity itself; altogether on the other side I would press, ay, ard 
press home too, the worthy men who are opposed to me in this ques- 
tion, to say, from their consciences, whether it is not they themselves 
who are virtually denying, before heaven and earth, that Christianity 1s 
‘truth, by publicly and formally allowing that it can be composed 
such a mass o! fundamental contradictions ? ? fe 
Now, the Protestant Christianity professed by the British empire 
demands for its sa/ety and well being, not absorption into the gene 
mass of Christianity so called, but, on the contrary, distinctiveness. 
The process of absorption has already been carried on too long for the 


safety and efficiency of Protestant Christianity. The Parliamentary 
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:: candidates; and of course the 


test oath, with the view it practically establishes of the unlimited lati- | 
tude of the ** true faith of a Christian,” has been one of the greatest | 


causes of this destructive amalgamation. Protestant Christians 
who are giving to this test oath zealous support, in opposition to the 
claims of the Jews, are standing ina very false position — a position 
which must end in what the soldiers term « Jlagrant delit;” that is, a 
condition in which, if the enemy possesses common sense and common 
energy, you must. be destroyed. | 
ing a principle which at the same time swamps Protestant individuality, 
and gives confidence to their most determined and active opposers ; 
while on the other side they are resisting the last throe of a political 
movement before which they long ago really succumbed, and are use- 
lessly converting Into active enemies a small, but influential body, who 
at least.in these days, are well disposed to be their friends. They must 
fail, eventually if not now, in the success they are labouring to obtain, 
and will themselves create the powerful and destructive enmity they are 
eagerto avoid. | 
 -If Jews gain admission to the Legislature in defiance of active oppo- 
sition from Protestant Christians, or if, for the time being, their hopes 


should be frustrated, they must possess. a more heavenly spirit than |} 


Christianity in general exhibits, if they do not balance the 
repayment in like kind. | 


account by 


Protestant Christians who oppose the admission of the J ews, are on 


the horns of a dilemma. On the one hand, the worthless and dis- 
creditable test oath; on the other, a denomination with the name 
indeed, but not the reality as yet, of opposition to British Protestant. 


_ What is the true and wise course of deliverance from this false | 


position? Here it is, I think, as clear as the day to every man who, 


throwing aside prepossessions, will closely investigate it. Cease to- 
grasp at the first shadow, and cease to be afraid of the second. || 
Change at once your course, without changing your principle of | 


‘action; remove, totally, the protective test, which has never possessed 


any reality of effective protection ; and receive the Jews with an open | 
hand, without contentious debate, as honourable, high-minded, and 
loyal men, who, in regard to the peculiar branch of the religion pro- || 
the empire, ought not to be proscribed and shut out when | 


fessed by the 
all the rest of the nation islet in. 


_ By admitting Jewish members to the legislature you will not alter || 


the body of electors without, or increase the number of' legislators 
within. Constituencies, unchanged, will still return their favourite 
relative numbers of those elected will 
remain unchanged too. | 
The course just proposed 


the consideration of Prelates, Peers, Commons, and People: | 

_ IT hope it may not be supposed, that I have been inculcating a spirit 
of bigotry, or of unfriendly proceedings towards any of the denomina- 
tons of Christianity which stand at variance with the particular 


| branch professed by the British empire. My opinion is, that, when 


men do differ in religion, true charity and friendliness are best main- 


tained by honest distinctiveness. Real and permanent advantage 
cannot proceed either from dishonest cajolery, or from a really-infidel - 


swamping of the peculiarities of creed. It is not a policy of cajolery 


that can give peace to the British empire, but one of manly straight-_ 


forwardness, firmness, and moderation. What has cajolery done for 


Ireland—has it produced honour to the agent, or happiness to the | 


Patient? 
About thirty years of close observation have brought me to the 


distinct conviction, that the movement which, in that interval at least, | 


has been every where taking place in regard to the Jews, is really a 


deliverance from degradation and oppression greater than that which: 
It is not, as the first was, an- 


once occurred under the Pharaohs. t 
escape from a bondage of 430 years, but it is a shaking off of the far 
heavier iron chain of seventeen centuries. To this great movement, 


~ important alike to the world and to the Jews, I, without compunction, | 


athx the title, “ Jewish Emancipation.” With the recollection of 
occurrences of old, I should not like to stand as an opposer in the 
way of it. With all good feeling, and in a spirit of kindness alone, 1 
would say, that to my view the efforts that are making to check the 
Progress of Jewish emancipation, bear much the appearance 1n quality 
of that infatuation which once took a monarch and his army into the 
sed Sea. The men and their motives are no doubt of a different 


g Stamp; but in the imperfection of human nature, wise men often, from — 


good intentions, support very great errors. 
reply to Phiialethes’ patriotic protest against the attribution 
‘unic faith,” to the British nation, little need be said. Ife has leape 


Clear over the true point of my meaning, the ominous allowance of : 


They are, on the one side, support- | 


I most conscientiously believe to be that 
| of high wisdom, sound policy, and public justice; and as such, there- || 
| fore, I most earnestly, though not presumptuously, would request for it || 
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not attend as 


as an Israelite 
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bad faith in public proceedings, to the full catastrophe of Punic faith, 
connected, in my letter, with Punic ruin. Of that bad faith existing 
in connexion with the public affairs of Great Britain, I rd the 


| present test oath as a branch; indirect indeed, but stifl a branch 


unworthy of the countenance of British prelates, peers, and gentlemen, 
and of honest men in every class of society. It is, | think, a part of a 


mighty magnetism of evil attracting misfortune towards the nation ; 
and under this conviction my patriotism impels me to hold up its true — 


nature for public attention, and to desire its removal. 
| I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GAWLER, 
Gower-street, Bedford-square, 
Dec. 1847. 


“ The above,” says the gallant gentleman, in his Pamphlet, “ was 
left at the office of the ‘ Morning Herald,’ but not as yet inserted.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
_ LINES ON THE LATE BENJAMIN ELKIN, ESQ. 
Micuaer Joserus, Esq. 
vw Asay dp 
DAN TID aw 


Tue LATE Mr. Evxiy’s Funerat,—We are requested by 
a correspondent to state, that the Portuguese Beth-Din, although 
convoked by Dr. Adler, were unavoidably absent, therefore did 
ond 3 y meetings held by. the Beth-Din relative to the 
funeral of the late Mr. B. Elkin 
We are enabled to state, that Mr. 


Alderman Salomons has 


consented to preside at the ensuing public meeting of the Jewish — 


Association for the Removal of Civil and Religious Disabilities, a 
deputation consisting of Messrs. J. Mitchell, President, John 
Mottram, and Henry Emanuel (Honorary Secretary), having 
waited on the worthy Alderman by appointment on ‘Tuesday ‘ast. 

Jewisuy Bengvocence Durinc Famine.— In the year 1559 a 


frightful dearth prevailed in the south of France, and the indigent 


population of Bordeaux were decimated by hunger. When it was 
ascertained that the Israelites of the city had imported a large supply | 
of corn, sullen murmurs were heard among the people. * Do you see_ 
the Jews?” they said, with a sinister voice. “ The public misery - 
gives them little. uneasiness, for they are rich, and while others are 
suffering the torments of hunger, they know well how to procure pro- 
visions.” These murmurs, however, soon changed 


into benedictions; for, the same day, the municipality of bordeaux 


received from the Hebrew community orders ty distribute gratuitously 
to the poor, all the corn which had been imported and purchased 
expressly for this benevolent purpose. 
In 1770 a similar plague was experienced in Alsace, ond the despair- 
ing population received as a Saviour M. Cer! berr, who, forgetting that 
he had been prohibited from inhabiting Alsace. provi- 
sioned the province, with a magnaninity which made him unanimously 
beloved. M. Cerfberr was awarded letters of naturalisation, which the 
king granted not only to him bat also to his descendants, “ 
In 1816 a great scarcity of grain was felt in Berlin, M, a Uider- 
mann, a Hebrew merchant of that city, procured a uantity of iarina- 
ceous food, and caused it to be sold at the usuaé price, under the 
inspection of the authorities, and ordered the proceeds to be appro- 
priated to charitable purposes. By this happy combination, while the 
price of food was reduced, the poor were doubly assisted —-Hen Levt's 
Matinées du Samedi. 7 ranslated by A, Abraham, £sq., of Liverpool. 
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— 


~ Amsterdam, requested an audience. | 
aay Lord, you are in want of money to accomplis sh. your national 


succeed, refund them to me; 


Received — * Jewish Disabilities,” being ‘a letter by 


| «4, 2., Folkstone,”” 


JEWISH’ CHRONICLE. 


Jewish Mutvuar Instruction Society.—We are much 
gratified to learn that the above Society is rapidly progressing in 
numbers and in activity. The cheap rates of subscription (Ls. per 


quarter) render its benefits available to young men in humble | 
life, who cannot afford to subscribe to other educational establish- 


ments. Much credit is due to the originators of this Society, as 
well as to those who, though engaged the whole day in hard work 
for their maintenance, volunteer their services, and devote their 


_ evenings to the instruction of their brethren and of themselves. 


Youtns’ Benrvorent Socitery.—A concert in aid of this 


praiseworthy charity took place at Sussex Hall, on Tuesday even- 
ing last ; and we rejoice to state that the exertions of the youthful 


committee were crowned with success, every part of the hall being 
literally crammed. Prior to the commencement of the concert, 
an address in behalf of the charity was delivered by Mr. KE. M. 
Myers, the honorary secretary to the society, during the delivery 
of which he was repeatedly applauded. Between the first and 
second parts, Mr. Jonas Myers, president, in a neat speech, which 
elicited applause, introduced Mr. Ellis A. Davidson, the honorary 


secretary, to the concert, who, as previously arranged, read a 


report of the rise, progress, and present state of the charity, 


which gave such universal satlsfaction, that several gentlemen 


presented donations. 


Among the artists engaged were Mesdames 
Cubitt, Eliza Nelson, 


We can- 


particularly Search 
through the wide world,” from “ Figlia del Reggimento”; in fact 


she quite enraptured the audience. Mr. Cohan also play ‘ed some 


beautiful variations on the piano- -forte, which he performed in his.’ 
usual masterly style, drawing forth the deserved plaudits of a 


vratified audience. 


Tue Nationa Loan. —W hea: William, Prince of Orange, was pre- 
paring his expedition against James the Second.of E ngland, he anxiously 


sought where he could procure necessary funds to equip his navy, and. 


An Israelite, of |] 
Admitted to the prince, he said, 


ensure success to his projected war against England. 


project. I have brought you, from our people, two millions. Tf you 


Matinée du Samedi. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


M. L. Levason, of 

Yarmouth, 

of the Question on Jewish Disabilities, by a Clergyman of the Church of 
England, Great Yarmouth,” 
whole number of documents on the Jewish question, but we will endea- 
-vour to do justice to every one, as soon as time aud space permit, 

is under consideration, 

The letter of “ J. Kantrowitz, Mauchester,” 


application to Mr. Heilbron, our Agent in that town. “ Pre- “paid” 


means the postage paid in advance, which is now the custom generally — 
_ adopted tn this country, and particularly in addressing communications || 


to journals, 


— David Bromberger, SD Edinburgh, ” will find the proper solution of 


the Charade in No. 96 af the Jewish Chronicle. 


pages. Atthe same time, I. H. may be assured that our correspondent, 
T. T., meant no offence to those speculative “ Communists” who, as 


I, Hi. states, are “ ready to stretch forth the hand of fellowship to every — 


human being,” nor to those politicians who, by constitutional means, 


“strive for the conquest of “ the People’s Charter: he alluded solely to. 


those practical philosophers who attempt * to stretch forth the hand of 
fellowsbip”’ rather too far for their neighbour’s comfort, and some of 
whom, under the name of Communists, created a disturbance, not many 
months since, in South-Germany, calling upon the rabble, in wide- -spread 
manifestos, “to massacre the nobles and extirpate the Jews;’’ and he 
designated, by “ low Chartists,” that section which has become notorious 
for its physical-foree doctrines and pikemanship. As for the peaceful 
and reflecting adherents to Communism and Chartism, they are not 
spoken of, consequently not spoken against, : 

**Eih Reinlander’s” letter, dated the 10th, but not received till yesterday, 
came too late for insertion in this number. 

“A Jewish Youth" io our next. 


if you fail, we are quits.” — Ben Levi's © 


in reply to Mr. Pope, of that town, Extract from “ Views 


We regret our inability to find room for the ~ 


will returned to him, | 


lL. H.” is informed that Communistic discussions are not suitable to our” 


Rebecca Isaaes, and ‘Messrs. I. L. Horne, 

— G. Case, and J. Parry, who were repeatedly encored, | 
not, however, close the report without stating that Miss Isaacs — 
executed | her songs most delightfully, 


January 12th, (5608) 1648, 


occur, 


DEVOTIONAL 


Didactic Essays, 


\ 


JEWS’ FREE SCHOOL, BELL LANE, SPITALFIELDS, 


600 Boys 300 


HE Annual General Court for the Election of Honorary Officers (as also 
T for the Election of a Governess) will take place at the School, on 
Sunday, the 23rd inst., at 11 for 2 o’clock. The Chair to be taken at 
12 o’clock precisely. | 


By Order, 
SOLOMON, Secretary. 


JEWS’ HOSPITAL, MILE END, 


FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE AGED, AND FOR THE EDUCATION 
AND EMPLOYMENT OF YOUTH. 


Special General Court of the Governors of this Institution will be 
A holden at the House, Mile End, on Sunday, the 30th January, 1848, 
at Eleven for Twelve o’Clock in the Forenoon, for the Election of one man, 
one woman, six boys, and three girls, as inmates; also for the Election of 
Honorary Officers for the ensuing year; and for such other business as may 
The Ballot will ¢ commence at pita and close at Two Precisely, 
_ By Order, 
S. SOLOMON, Secretary. 


max moan 
ORPHAN ASYLUM, 


-TENTER- GROUND, GOODMAN'S FIELDS. 


The Directors of the above: Institution do hereby give notice, that 


- situations are required for Two of the Female ‘Inmates, who are about 


leaving the. Asylum, either as domestic servants or as Apprentices. 


cation to be made to the Secretary at the Asylum. 


Order, 
Saqui, Secretary. 


JEWS’ AND GENERAL LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION : 


SUSSEX-HALL, ‘LEADENHALL-STREET. 


HE Shiiskens and the Public are respectfully informed, that the THIRD | 
~ ANNIVERSARY of the Opening of this Institution will be celebrated © 


by a BALL, to be held at Willis’s Rooms, King- Street, St. James's, on 


W ednesday, January 19, 1848. 
M. Jullien’s Band is engaged for the occasion. Mr. Coit, M. C. 
Tickets including refreshments, 10s. 6d. each, to be had of the Stewards, 


of Mr. Samuel Solomon, 16, may: “Street, and of Mr. M. S, Oppenheim, at 
the Hall. 


| SAMUEL SOLOMON, 
Honorary Secretary to the Ball Committee. 


* Itis respectfully intimated, that ‘Donations will not be solicited on — 


‘this occasion. 


“AND LITERARY WORKS 

ISAAC LEESER. 

\ RS. JOEL, 42, baie: Street, London, Agent for the publications of this 4 

eminent Jewish divine, has just received a supply of the following _ 
standard works:--- | 


Instructions in the Mosaic Religion, from thie: German of Johison, Ss. 3d. 
Catechism for Younger Children, 3s. 3d. 


~The Jews and the Mosaic aawy eonnys on the Principles and Polity of 
Judaism, 7s. 


Pulpit . Discourses; 
Second Series, 10s. 

Elementary Introduction to the Serinturts, 

The Occident, a Monthly Magazine for the diffusion of Knowledge on 
Jewish Literature and Religion; containing Sermons, Historical and 
Tales, Poetry, News-items, etc., etc. Edited by the Rev. 
Isaac Leeser. 15s. per annum. 


Jewish Miscellany; a Periodical Collection of Original Tales, etc., ete. 
os. per annum. 


The Pentateuch, Hebrew and English, with the Haftorahs. The text iS 


admirably printed, and the translation decidedly the most faithful and original 
in use among the Jews. £2 7s. 6d. 


: Daily Prayers, with translations in use among the Portuguese ond Spanish 
ews. 


= 


Printed for the Proprietor, Jee Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, Londen 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 5, West-street, Finsbury-circus, and published by 
Ww. Brittain, 11, Paternoster-row, and may be had at the Jewish Chronicle Offiees, 
24 § 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London. Friday, January ~* 1948, 
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Argumentative and Devottonal, First. Series; 15s.; 


i 
| 
| 
4 
: 
a5 
: 
‘ 
q 
‘4 4 
4 
= 
{ 
‘ind 
= a 
q 
4 
x 
4 
in, 


